
Hawai’i and the Magic of Music











Life happened (not much time for making my own music)

 Graduated from high school

 Joined the US Air Force

 Went to college in Flagstaff, Arizona

 Got my first job out of school in the University’s mainframe computer center

 Entered the world of Personal Computers and Networking









Kanikapila comes from the Hawaiian words "kani" (to sound or play music) and
"kapila" (to play music). Literally “pluck the strings”.







Why has the ‘ukulele become so popular?













The James Hill ‘Ukulele Initiative





James Hill, "Billie Jean" With His Imaginary Band









Die Young,… as late as possible!
Three things you can do to keep your brain nimble

“Learning challenging new skills—such as a language, musical instrument, or dance—can provide valuable
cognitive stimulation and may help maintain cognitive function as we age”





Israel Kaʻanoʻi Kamakawiwoʻole[a] (May 20, 1959 – June 26, 1997), also called
Braddah IZ or simply IZ, was a Native Hawaiian musician and singer. He is
regarded as one of the greatest musicians from Hawaii and the most
successful musician from the state.

In 1988, a friend of Kamakawiwoʻole called a Honolulu recording studio owned by Milan 
Bertosa at 3:00 a.m. with a request that Kamakawiwoʻole be allowed to come in to make a 
recording. Bertosa was about to shut down, but told the friend that Kamakawiwoʻole could 
come if he was able to make it within 15 minutes. In a 2011 interview, Bertosa recalled, "In
walks the largest human being I had seen in my life. Israel was probably like 500 pounds.

And the first thing at hand is to find something for him to sit on." A security guard gave
Kamakawiwoʻole a large steel chair. "Then I put up some microphones, do a quick sound 
check, roll tape, and the first thing he does is 'Somewhere Over the Rainbow.' He played

and sang, one take, and it was over." It sat on a shelf for five years.

His famous cover of “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” has spent a record 541 weeks on
the World Digital Song Sales chart, including 332 non-consecutive weeks at No. 1 starting

in 2011.

Throughout his life, Kamakawiwoʻole struggled with obesity[19] and weighed 757 pounds
(343 kg) while standing 6 feet 2 inches (1.88 m) tall at one point.[20] He endured several

hospitalizations because of his weight.[20] With chronic medical problems including
respiratory and cardiac issues, Kamakawiwoʻole died of respiratory failure at age 38 in the

Queen's Medical Center in Honolulu at 12:18 a.m. on June 26, 1997.






